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Abstract: “Carbon neutrality” is an economy-wide revolution
involving technological change, the energy revolution, and
the renewal of production methods. In the historical stage of
strategic competition between China and the United States,
“carbon neutrality” could show a two-way interactive feature
in the long run: one where “carbon neutrality” affects the
strategic competition between China and the United States, and
the other where the path towards “carbon neutrality” is bound
to be affected by the Sino-US strategic competition. First,
“carbon neutrality” could expand the boundary of strategic
competition, and increase the risk of conflict between China
and the United States in the fields of trade, and overseas
infrastructure construction. This could cause two nations to fall
into a vicious cycle of the blame game, thus risking the already
fragile political trust, and introducing risks of over politicization
of climate issues. Second, “carbon neutrality” provides a
“buffer zone” for the Sino-U.S. strategic competition. The Sino-
U.S. climate diplomacy around “carbon neutrality” is expected
to be a starting point for the current Sino-U.S. diplomacy, and
an important fulcrum for stabilizing Sino-U.S. relations in the
long run. Lastly, the pathway towards “carbon neutrality” is
influenced by the Sino-U.S. strategic competition, considering
whether “carbon neutrality” could be achieved in a costlier,

faster, and more profitable way.

Keywords: carbon neutrality; Sino — U.S. relations; Sino — U.S.
strategic competition; U.S. China policy; geopolitics
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